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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
STATE EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT COMMISSION
MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

MARCH 19, 2021 MEETING
HELD VIA ZOOM
CONVENED AT 9:07 a.m.

Board Members Present:

Dr. Nikolai Lieders,Chair
Dr. Richard Blum
Dr. Ralph Rosenberg

Also Present:

Colin Newman, Assistant Director, Retirement
Services Division

Annette Sadlowski, Retirement Services Division

Robert Helfand, Retirement Services Division

William Cassada, Retirement Services Division

Cindy Cieslak, Rose Kallor, General Counsel to the
State Employees Retirement Commission

Karen Vibert, CSR #00064
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1 (Proceedings commenced at 9:07 a.m.)

2 DR. LIEDERS: So, the meeting comes to

3 order. My name is Dr. Lieders. The March 19, 2021
4 meeting of the Medical Examining Board is now in

5 session.

6 By the way, 1 should also mention

7  that the meeting is conducted via Zoom, with video
8 and audio.

9 Present are members of the Medical

10 Examining Board, myself, Dr. Blum and Dr. Rosenberg.
11 Present from the Office of the State Comptroller

12 Retirement Services Division are staff members from
13  the Retirement services Division Annette Sadlowski,
14 Robert Helfand, William Cassada, as well as general
15 counsel for the Retirement Commission Cindy Cieslak.
16 There®s a motion to amend the agenda.
17 I didn"t even know that we had Jeffrey Luciano on
18 the agenda; but, apparently, we need to remove his
19 name. So, I"m making a motion to re remove
20 Jeffrey Luciano from the agenda.
21 DR. BLUM: Second.
22 DR. LIEDERS: 1Is there any discussion?
23 No discussion. All 1n favor say aye.
24  All opposed say nay. Motion passes. So, we now
25 have an amended agenda.
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1 Just let me explain. We"re going --
2 It"s a public session; so, members of the

3 executive -- members of the Medical Examining Board
4 will be meeting In executive session to discuss the
5 individual applicants.

6 While we are In executive session,

7 the meeting is going to be closed to the public.

8 So, I"m going to make a motion for us
9 to go iInto executive session. Is there any second?
10 DR. BLUM: Second.

11 DR. LIEDERS: 1Is there any discussion?

12 All in favor say aye. All opposed say nay. The

13 motion passes. We"re iIn executive session, and I™m
14 going to ask that members of -- staff members of the
15 Retirement Services Division as well as general

16 counsel for the Retirement Commission,

17 Ms. Cindy Cieslak, to remain to attend the meeting
18 as well.

19 MS. CIELAK: Thank you, Dr. Lieders. |
20 just want to say, Mr. Peterson, what that means is
21 I*m going to put you back in the waiting room until
22 the doctors are ready to discuss your case. Okay?
23 MR. PETERSON: Okay.
24 MS. CIELAK: All right. Thank you.
25
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1 (The Board was iIn executive session

2 from 9:09 a.m. until 1:31 p.m.)

3 MS. CIELAK: All right. Dr. Lieders, 1

4  Dbelieve everyone is back from the waiting room, and
5 we are out of executive session SO you may proceed.
6 DR. LIEDERS: Okay. Welcome everybody.

7 The Board will be making determinations and voting

8 on those determinations; but, I would like to remind
9 members that only the final vote will be given today
10 and not the reasons for the vote.

11 In some Instances there may not have
12 been enough medical information to make a

13 determination, or perhaps a non-service-connected

14 disability is more likely than a service-connected
15 disability. You may seek reconsideration of an

16 initial denial. You will receive the Board®s

17 written determination within two to four weeks,

18 which will then provide you with additional

19 information.
20 So, I"m going to proceed and I™m
21 going to make a motion to approve Pierre D"Haiti"s
22 application for service-connected disability
23 retirement.
24 DR. BLUM: Second.
25 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?
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1 There being none, all i1in favor say aye. Any opposed
2 say nay. The motion passes.

3 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to deny
4  Dawn Dube®s application for service-connected

5 disability retirement; however the Board will look

6  Tfavorably upon a non-service-connected retirement.

7 MS. CIELAK: 1Is there a second?

8 DR. BLUM: Second.

9 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

10 There being none, all iIn favor say aye. Any opposed
11 say nay. The motion passes.

12 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to table
13 Valerie Fazzino"s application for

14 non-service-connected disability retirement.

15 MS. HOXIE: 1"m sorry. What does that

16 mean? This i1s Katherine Hoxie.

17 DR. BLUM: She*"s still on?

18 MS. CIELAK: Ms. Hoxie, the doctors are

19 voting on all of the decisions. They will either
20 approve, deny or table, and so they"re going through
21  the agenda right now.
22 MS. HOXIE: Oh, I"m sorry. | am so sorry.
23 MS. CIELAK: That"s okay.
24 All right. 1 believe, Dr. Lieders,
25 you have moved to table Ms. Fazzino"s application
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1  for non-service-connected disability. |1 don"t think
2 I heard a second.

3 DR. BLUM: Second.

4 How did she get on the line?

5 MS. CIELAK: Hi, Dr. Blum. We are in

6 public session, so anyone who is still iIn the

7 waiting room has been admitted --

8 DR. BLUM: 1 see.

9 MS. CIELAK: -- since i1t Is an open,

10 public meeting.

11 Annette, do you have a second for

12 Ms. Fazzino?

13 DR. ROSENBERG: Second.

14 MS. SADLOWSKI: Yes, Dr. Rosenberg.

15 MS. CIELAK: Okay. It"s been seconded.

16 Any further discussion? There being
17 none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed say nay.

18 The motion passes.

19 DR. ROSENBERG: Dr. Lieders, 1 believe you
20 missed the very first person on the list when you
21 were going down the list.
22 DR. LIEDERS: Pierre D"Haiti?
23 DR. ROSENBERG: Yes.
24 DR. LIEDERS: No. We did him.
25 DR. ROSENBERG: Then I missed i1t and I
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apologize. Sorry.

MS. CIELAK: Annette Sadlowski, do you
have a record of the vote on Mr. Pierre D "Harti?

MS. SADLOWSKI: Yes, 1 do.

MS. CIELAK: Okay, Dr. Lieders, go ahead.

DR. LIEDERS: Can we move on?

DR. ROSENBERG: Yes.

DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to
approve Cheryl Ferris®s application for
non-service-connected disability retirement.

DR. BLUM: Second.

MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?
There being none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed
say nay. The motion passes.

DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to
approve Kelly Fisher®s application for
service-connected disability retirement.

DR. BLUM: Second.

MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?
There being none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed
say nay. The motion passes.

DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to
approve Katherine Hoxie"s application for
non-service-connected disability retirement.

DR. ROSENBERG: Second.
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1 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

2 There being none, all 1n favor say aye. Any opposed
3 say nay. The motion passes.

4 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to

5 approve Karen Johnson®s application for

6  service-connected disability retirement.

7 DR. BLUM: Second.

8 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

9 There being none, all 1n favor say aye. Any opposed
10 say nay. The motion passes, two to one.

11 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to

12 approve Brad Knorr®s application for

13 non-service-connected retirement?

14 DR. ROSENBERG: Second.

15 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

16 There being none, all iIn favor say aye. Any opposed
17 say nay. The motion passes.

18 DR. LIEDERS: 1I1°11 make a motion to deny
19 Joshua Malaro®s application for service-connected
20 disability retirement; however, the Board will look
21  favorably on a non-service-connected retirement.
22 DR. BLUM: Second.
23 MS. CIELAK: Any discussion? There being
24 none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed say nay.
25 The motion passes.
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1 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to deny

2 Timothy O"Neill"s application for service-connected
3 disability retirement; however, the Board will look
4  favorably upon a non-service-connected disability

5 retirement.

6 DR. BLUM: Second.

7 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

8 There being none, all 1n favor say aye. Any opposed
9 say nay. The motion passes.

10 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to

11 approve Wanda Orengo"s application for

12 service-connected disability retirement.

13 DR. ROSENBERG: Second.

14 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

15 There being none, all iIn favor say aye. Any opposed
16 say nay. The motion passes.

17 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to

18 approve Brian Peterson®s application for

19 non-service-connected disability retirement.
20 DR. BLUM: Second.
21 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?
22 There being none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed
23 say nay. The motion passes.
24 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to
25 approve Jean Richards® application for
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1 non-service-connected disability retirement.

2 DR. ROSENBERG: Second.

3 MS. CIELAK: 1I"m just going to make sure.

4 I believe the application was for both non-service

5 or service, and this is for non-service?

6 DR. LIEDERS: 1"m sorry. We changed it.

7 It was for non-service and service.

8 DR. BLUM: It"s non-service.

9 DR. LIEDERS: So I"m going to rephrase it.
10 DR. BLUM: It"s approved for non-service.
11 DR. LIEDERS: No, no, no. 1"m going to
12 rephrase it.

13 MS. CIELAK: Dr. Lieders, there is a
14  motion on the floor for non-service. In the

15 event --

16 DR. LIEDERS: 1 see.

17 DR. ROSENBERG: 1 will withdraw that.
18 MS. CIELAK: So Dr. Rosenberg has

19 withdrawn the second. Wait. Who seconded the
20 motion?

21 DR. ROSENBERG: 1 did.

22 MS. CIELAK: Okay. Dr. Rosenerg has
23 withdrawn the second. Dr. Lieders, you also need to
24  withdraw your motion.

25 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 withdraw my motion.
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1 It"s a little confusing when they apply for both

2 service and non-service at the same time.

3 So I"m going to rephrase. 1°m going
4  to do another motion.

5 I*m going to make a motion to approve
6 Jean Richards® application for service-connected

7 disability retirement.

8 DR. ROSENBERG: Second.

9 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

10 There being none all i1n favor say aye. Any opposed
11 say nay. The motion passes.

12 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to

13 approve Kimberly Robinson-Carr®s application for

14  service-connected disability retirement.

15 DR. BLUM: Second.

16 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

17 There being none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed
18 say nay. The motion passes.

19 DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to
20 approve John Stephenson®s application for
21 non-service-connected disability retirement.
22 DR. ROSENBERG: Second.
23 MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?
24  There being none, nay all in favor say aye. Any
25 opposed say nay. The motion passes.
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DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to
approve Richard Stern®s application for
service-connected disability retirement.

DR. ROSENBERG: Second.

MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

There being none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed
say nay. The motion passes.

DR. LIEDERS: 1711 make a motion to table
Sydney Yelton®s application for service-connected
disability retirement.

DR. BLUM: Second.

MS. CIELAK: Any further discussion?

There being none, all in favor say aye. Any opposed
ed say nay. The motion passes.

Dr. Lieders, before you make a motion
to adjourn, can you provide me the decision on
Ms. Ferris?

DR. LIEDERS: 1"m sorry. On whom?

MS. CIELAK: Ms. Cheryl Ferris.

DR. LIEDERS: Approved.

MS. CIELAK: For non-service or service?

DR. LIEDERS: It was approved for
non-service, | believe.

MS. CIELAK: Okay. |1 just wanted to make

sure my notes were accurate.
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DR. LIEDERS: So, 1711 make a motion to
adjourn today"s meeting.

DR. BLUM: Second.

DR. LIEDERS: 1Is there any discussion?
All 1n favor say aye. All opposed say nay. The
motion passes. Meeting adjourned. Thank you,
ladies and gentlemen. nice weekend.

(Concluded at 1:42 p.m.)
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1 STATE OF CONNECTICUT:
: ss: Bristol
2 COUNTY OF HARTFORD
3
4 I, Karen Vibert, LSR No. 00064, a
5 Notary Public for the State of Connecticut, do hereby
6 certify that the preceding pages are an accurate
7 transcription of the Connecticut State Employees
8 Retirement Commission, Medical Examining Boar meeting
9 held electronically via Zoom, convening at 9:07 a.m.,
10 on March 19, 2021.
11
12 Dated at Bristol, Connecticut,
13  this 30th day of March, 2021.
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
oa f{ v Vebenst
Karen Vibert, Notary Public
25 My commission expires: 08/31/2024.
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